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" IMMEDIATELY
HUMANITIES COMMITTEE GRANTS $17,400
FOR WATER USE WORKSHOP, FORUMS
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MISSOULA-The Montana Committee for the Humanities (MCH), a statewide program headquartered at
the University of Montana in Missoula, has awarded $17,400 to the Institute of the Rockies,
Missoula, for a project entitled "Water for All Our Tomorrows."
Sponsors of the project are the Institute of the Rockies, a regional humanitarian
organization; the Cooperative Extension Service, Bozeman; the Kellogg Extension Education
Project (KEEP), a citizen education program, also headquartered in Bozeman, and the Montana
Water Development Association, Billings.
Key issues presented during the project will focus on private rights and public choices
in the use of Montana's water.
The project is divided into two parts--a three-day workshop in March and a number of
community forums.

The workshop, to be held March 22-24 at Montana State University, Bozeman,

will prepare resource people to lead forums throughout Montana.
Panel discussions at the Bozeman workshop will deal with the questions of mankind's
relation to water; issues of water quality; water law; energy and water use; agricultural and
urban needs, and recreational water uses.
Representatives of the Montana Department of Fish and Game; the Legislative
Environmental Quality Council; the Environmental Protection Agency; the U.S. Corps of
Engineers; tribal groups; Montana Power Co.; the Department of Natural Resources, and other
groups will provide factual information.
Teachers in the humanities will consider questions of value in decisions about water
use.

- more -

HUMANITIES COMMITTEE GRANTS $17,400--page 2
Volunteers trained at the MSU workshop will lead forums on "Water for All Our Tomorrows"
in 30 communities throughout the state in the spring and fall.

The forums will consider the

issues of water use at the local level, and teachers in the humanities will lead discussions
-about the value choices involved in these decisions.
According to Dr. John Badgley, Missoula, president of the Institute of the Rockies, who
is project director for the workshop and community forums, water-use planning is a key factor
in times of water scarcity.
"When water is scarce, any single use will affect all uses," Badgley said.
past, water resource decisions have been the province of public agencies.

"In the

They have tended

·to consider only one use and to consult only scientific and engineering principles.
water becomes scarce, planning becomes necessary.

As

Almost every public choice conflicts with

private rights."
Commenting on the importance of the upcoming forums, Dr. Margaret Kingsland, MCH
director, who has offices on the UM campus in Missoula, said, "The MCH looks forward to a
vital and important series of discussions of water quality and private rights and public
choices.

The committee agrees that questions of human values and water use and quality are

of vital importance today in Montana and (elsewhere) in the west, and welcomes the opportt!nity
to encourage scholars in the humanities and the general public to join in exploring these
issues."
For more information on the workshop or the forums contact Badgley at the Institute
of the Rockies, 622 Evans Ave., Missoula, Mont. 59801.
The MCH operates under a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities, and
makes grant funds available to non-profit organizations wishing to sponsor discussions
bring the insights of the liberal arts to bear on issues of public policy.
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